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ABSTRACT: In this aticle we empiricdly examine dmilar atitudes towards the accesson to the
European Union of Estonian and Polish students. This tendency is possible to detect applying the
Identity Structurd Andyses (ISA) method, eaborated by Prof. P. Weinreich for research of the
persond sructure of identity but will be aso applied to get an overdl understanding about the
attitudes of the enlargement of the European Union.

There have been determined these basic factors which are influencing Estonian and Polish
sudents atitudes in the current EU accesson phase. One of the common features for Polish and
Edonian gudents is identification with people who work for European community (hegotiators)
and negative attitudes towards persons with eurosceptical views. One of the most important factors
of the integration success of the accesson countries is the youth attitude towards the European
engagement, ther atitude towards the European vaues, culturd tradition and co-operation
practices.

Key words: transformation, EU Enlargement process, European identity, identity dynamics, post-
soviet identity, Estonia, Poland.

I ntroduction

Most theorists as Therborn (1995), Offe (1996), Minch (1996), Stréth (2000), Kohli (2000),
Ifversen (2002) have clearly expressed, that European integration does not necessarily contan a
shared culturd homogenety. It is firga and foremost a formation of paliticd inditutions with ther
normative and political identity and formation of a common market.

But in European integration we are more and more following the formation of a common
identity as "umbreld’. As Richad Minch says "De Prozess der europdischen Integration
velangt jetzt in zunehmendem Mase die Einbeziehung der Birger und den Wandd ihrer
Identitét hin zu Europa Das heiss, 9e misen dch daauf eingdlen, sch sdbs nicht nur ds
Deutsche, Franzosen, Belgier usw. zu verstehen, sondern auch ds Europder. Sie miissen befghigt
werden, weltreichendere und vidfdtigere Loyditésangoriche miteinander in Einklang zu bringen.
Ilhre nationde Identitdéé missen de mit der europdischen ldentitdt koordinieren. Ohne diesen
Identitétsvandel droht das europédische Projekt an der mangelnden Kooperationsbereitschaft der
Blrger zu schreitern. Wie vollzieht dch en solcher Strukturwandd der Identitét? Welche
Faktoren fordern ihn? Welche Faktoren wirken dagegen?' (MUnch, 1998).

The nationd level should be remaining as a focus for the culturd identity and for the ethnic
community. This levd of European identity has been under the invedigdaion of quite a large
spectrum of researchers in two collections by applicant countries from Centrd and Eastern Europe
human researchers, published in 2001 in Berlin (Tamas, Becker 2001) and Prague (Drulak 2001).
The accesson efforts of the Centrd and Eastern Europe countries cannot be understood outside the
framework of identities in European politics because "... the clam to European identity of the
candidate countries presents one of the few good arguments (and maybe the only good argument)
for ther EU membership, for from an economic and security point of view they do not have much
to offer - rather it is the other way around" (Drulak 2001: 14).



As a new fegture in the public opinion of the accesson countries, we can notice a feding of
anxiety derived from beng a smdl nation in the European Union. Compared to the dates with
gable economic and politicd Satus, the profile of nationd identity in accesson countries is often
vay sendtive with regard to dl kind of integration into the European Union. This factor is
obvioudy less sgnificant for the larger States of Eastern Europe.

On the other hand, we can aso notice some fears of present EU members about the future of

EU inditutions and dructure. As a current burning issue, there has aisen the question of
immigration. Thetota influence of hindering factors varies for different Sates.
Idertity evolution in CEE countries societies has been dgnificantly influenced by the earlier closed
politicd regime, by the discouraging factors from memories of mentioned countries nationa groups
from the period of their incluson to the influence zone d former Soviet Union. The whole societies
of these countries are going through the identity change by trandferring from the Soviet (top-down)
type of persond identity and mentdity to the emerging dl-European identity. In this sense it is
important to underline ideas that "for European identity a key question is whether identity is aways
an identity "agang", i.e, whether it dways serves to create a difference between members and non
members, and thus a boundary between who isincluded and who isexcluded " (Kohli, 2002: 127).

The Bdtic daes bordering a politicaly and economicdly undable Russa are paticularly
interested in close foreign and security policy ties with the rest of Europe, ance quite a number of
Moscow politicians have not yet accepted that Estonia (and Latvia and Lithuania) have left ther
gphere of influence. Generd opinion is that EU will primarily increese Edtonids soft security. The
gability ensuing from the cooperation within the EU reduces the chance of a political or economic
crisgs in Russa being tranderred to Estonia. But that is not the case in Poland (a largest candidate
country). We expect that the man reason for this is the different Sze of the population of the
country, which creates different identity dimensons. There are, of course, other factors, which
could determine identity factors of candidate countries.

The aim of the current article - to outline the complex of the peculiar characteristics of
identity change in society, which are occurring during the European Union Enlargement process in
two countries - in Estonia and Poland.

Accesson dates should not obtain the membership in European Union only, they should
become socidly well-developed European countries. The question of much socio-politicd
rdevance in home affairs is dso aout whether candidate countries rgpid movement towards
European Union membership contributes to the coheson within the society or is an obgtacle to its
achievement with various Sde effects on socid and individud psychologica leve.

The individua psychologicad levd dso reflects dl socid tensons and conflicts that
sometimes get anchored to the EU accesson issues. This tendency is possble to detect when
applying the Identity Structura Anayses (ISA) method, eaborated by Prof. P. Weinreich (see
Weinreich, 1989) for research of the persond gructure of identity will be gpplied to get an overdl
understanding about the different agpects of the enlargement of European Union.

According to the Applicant Countries Eurobarometer survey in the 13 candidate countries in
Edonia there exids ddidicdly verifiable sceptica attitude to EU enlargement and any  identity,
different from ther own nationd identity: people of EStonia are quite sceptical to image and
inditutions of the European Union. Citizens of Edonia 4ill fed under-informed about the EU
inditutions and enlargement process, as was one of the results of AC-Eurobarometer survey in
October 2001. The low leve of trust in politicd inditutions, politicians and public authorities of
European Union demondrates how much the present mode of governance and representation is
under criticism in ESonia In Edtonia as a smalest candidate country one can witness public
debates about potential threat to the uniqueness of the ethnic identity.

In Poland one can discover this some economic reasons for the rise of Euro-scepticism and
snce summer 1999 a congtant drop in popular support to potentid "Yes' vote in the EU accesson
referendum by 15%. Originating on the Polish sociologists publications about European Union



(Hausner and Marody, 2000) and Applicant Countries Eurobarometer 2001 study about
commodities, we could presume that Polish society is a bit more fragmented than Estonian one. On
average, a citizen of Poland possesses 56 and citizen of Estonia 6,0 of the 14 possible
commodities.

Students were gpecidly chosen in our study for severd reasons. Fird, they are quite a
homogenous group in society, reflecting to a large extent idedigtic aspirations of societies. Second,
the attitudes of dudents are not yet so much diversfied by ther personad experience, which
inevitably changes their coherence dready in a couple of years after leaving university. From the
viewpoint of interdisciplinary research methodology, changes will be andysed in the sdf-imege of
different collective (elite groups, different age and employment groups) and individua actors.

Conceptual background

The formation of common European identities as a generd phenomenon will be one of the biggest
chdlenges for the EU in the future, when its structure will incdude amost dl of Europe. Will the
enlargement of the EU be accompanied by a certain feding of identity in al member dates, and if
s0, what will it be like, and will it be equaly vdid across member states and for people (demos) in
these states? As Victor Perez-Diaz say (2000: 959) "For the Europeans, Europe is not an externa
object of knowledge. As observers, "we' are located within the fidld of observation and are
required to ded with Europe, and the EU, in a variety of theoretical and practicd ways. And fird,
we dat by knowing Europe indirectly, through what we "redly know", which, for the mgority of
Europeans, is usudly little more than our own country".

"For most Poles’, as says Ireneusz Krzeminski  (2001:67) "the problem of integrating in to
Europe is not the question of joining or not. There is rather a question of how to do it, and what
does this decison mean for me, as a person, or for my socid category, or my professona group, or
my region. Undoubtedly, a very practical perspective is dominant. ... In many cases, people from
some socid categories, for example the Polish peasants, misunderstand the consequences of joining
the EU, and they react with Stereotypical anxiety. It is possble to tak about new stereotypes
describing the negative consegquences of joining the European Union, in terms of fears about Polish
identity, the continuation of nationd traditions and so on. But these condructions are nothing more
then the rationdization of fears and anxiety, which are typica for speciad categories of Poles: older,
less educated, living in under-devel oped parts of the country.”

In the current article the main question - European Identity - is defined as sameness. Our
research interest of group identity of students as a socid congtruct is defined by shared sameness of
the people belonging to the same group, their common naraive and in lage scde matching
atitudes and vadue edimations. The same gpplies to the ehnic (culturd) and nationd identity
(nationdity, citizenship) groups.

What ae the problems that will hinder or become problematic for European common
identity - are they facilitating or supporting? According to the statement of Ake Daun and Soren
Jansson (Daun and Jansson, 1999) - Europe is a well-known concept but the meaning of the
concept is far from well defined to its own inhabitants. They believe that modern processes of
politicad and economicad integration has made Europeans more aware of ther neighbours - and
eager to learn more about them.

Identity evolution in gpplicant countries has been ggnificantly influenced by the ealier
closed political regime. It is diverse, depending on democratic development. Or more specificaly,
by the hindering factors due to the memories of these countries nationa groups from the period of
their beonging to the influence zone of the former Soviet Union. The whole societies of these
countries are going through rash identity changes by trandferring from the Soviet (socidist) type of
person's identity to the emerging open dl- European mentaity and common identity.



One of the hypotheses concerns exigting large fluctuations of different opinion of students group in
Egonia. For culturd and language reasons, this influence was even more devadating to Russans in
Estonia. This could cause some frudration in adapting to European way of life.

One of the purposes of this study was to draw attention to the differences in European
integration atitudes by sudents groups. Attitudes "yes', "no" and "not yet decided" in the Egtonian
or Poland EU accesson have been used for determining of subgroups for additionad dHatistical
elaboration.

One of the hypotheses was, that EU-postive orientated students subgroup (the sy "Yes' to
EgtonialPoland accesson to EU) have datidicadly higher idedigtic identification as other
subgroups (i.e. "againgt EU accesson” or "not decided").

Method of Measurement

Persond identity is determined in the present article in a classca way as a totdity of ones sdf-
congrud, in which how one congtrues onesdlf in present expresses the continuity between how one
construes oneself as one was in the past and how one construes onesdf as one aspires to be in the
future.

There exists Peter Weinreich Identity Structure Andyss (ISA) Test as meta-theoretica
ingruments for andysng persond and group identity sructure (Weinreich, 1989). Last mentioned
ingrument has aso been used in current work in eaboration of bipolar congructs in the context of
research hypotheses and in adapting corresponding computer programme for the needs of current
task to analyse the socia cognition about European integration by students of both countries.

We share the same interest to research, why European sdf-image and European identity is
reflected in the country's acceptance by different sudents groups. From the viewpoint of
interdisciplinary research  methodology, changes will be andysed in the sdf-image of different
collective - sudents as dite groups, different age and different candidate countries - in Etonia and
Poland.

Complete invedtigation of al possble atitudes and dispostions is technicaly impossble.
We present the sdection of the most avalable and important of them, which could turn out to be
decisve in the context of the European Union. The following scheme is most substantialy related
to acommon European identity.

Chart 1.
EUROPEAN VALUESIN IDENTITY STRUCTURE ANALYSISTEST

/

* Protection of human and * European solidarity
minority rights * European citizenship
* Protection of culture and * Economic development * Free movement of people
language * Liberal administrative reforms
* Regiond identity * Social security (socia guarantees)

Quedtionnaire of the study conssted of 13 bipolar condtructs, covering 13 independent
dimensons of EU attitudes (see Table I). Congructs reflected for example persond attitudes to the
levd of economic liberdiam in the EU, free movement of people in the EU, role of the EU
legidation in comparison with the nationd legidation.



As an example - one concrete bipolar congruct of 1SA insrument: Do you think that: EU is under
way to a bureaucratic organisation, unable to reform onesdf...or EU remains ability to develop and
reform.

Table 1. Quegtionnaire of the study

1L EU lawsare liberd enoughin 1R EU laws are too tough for libera
regulating market economy economy

2L New member states cause extensive 2R New member states adapt into
changes inthe EU policies exiding system, the EU policies do not
(especidly in agriculture) change very much as consequence

3L EU isunder way to abureaucratic 3R EU remains ahility to develop and reform

organisation, unable to reform onesdlf

AL Regiondl co-operation (Visegrad, 4R Bilateral negotiations with Brussds

Nordic, Bdltic) is more important ismore essentid for successful on

for successful accesson to EU

5L EU is capable to guarantee peace, 5R EU isnot able to cope with conflicts and
stable development and security guarantee security in every member state
6L Minorities rights protection is 6R Minoritiesrights protection in EU is not
guaranteed in the EU well enough guaranteed
7L Commonlaw of EU isan essertidl 7R EU has to intervene permanently into domestic
guarantee for democracy in the politics of its member dates as existing
member states legidation is not sufficient for guaranteaing sability
8L Free movement of employees 8R Common labour market causes many
between the member states gives problems due to the migrants adaptation

better job opportunities for people
o Inthe EU humanrights protectionis ~~ 9R Humenrighis protection inthe
guaranteed well enough EU has turned into empty cliché
10L EU-accession endangers the development 10R EU membership promotesand
of Polish (Etonian) language and culture encourages the development of Polish
(Estonian) language and culture)
11 Primay arethelibetiesand welfare 1R Primary aretheaimsof theEU as
of EU ditizens supranationa body
121 EU isasupranationdl formation that in  12REU is avoluntary besis saying urion,
acertain degree regtricts decison-making ~ originating on common decisiornmeking
and independence of the satesthemselves and rights delegated to the union

13L Patid legidation of drugswill 13R Partid legidation of drugs will
contribute to the containment of illegd contribute to the spread of drugs use
drugs use



Students-respondents were given the possbility to put themsdves in the place (caled
entities by Weinreich) of the following groups or persons when trying to express higher attitude
about a particular bipolar congtruct: Me as | am now (current sdf 1), State's business circles (state
is used in meaning of Estonia or Poland depending on respondents origin), person whom | honour
and admire (admired person), ethnic minorities in the gstate, Me in 1997 (past sdf), State's culturd
eite, Euro-optimigts in the stae, Me as | would like to be (ided sdf), State's Government, Me
when representing the state a EU negotiations in Brussels (current sdf 2), Euro-sceptics in the State
and Person whom | don't like at al (didiked person).

To obtan additiond expaantory information about the attitudes ingde the student groups,
the variables like @ country, ethnicity, gender and age, b) attitudes "yes', "no" and "not yet
decided" about the state's EU accesson  have been used for determining of subgroups for additiond
datisicd daboration. Routine (persond and group) identity andyss indexes like "idedidic
identification”, “"empathetic identification”, "ego-involvement® and “contra-identifications’ have
been used.

Participants

For applying Peter Weinreich 1SA indrument, smilar groups of sudents have been interviewed.
There exist severd reasons, why students were specidly chosen in our Sudy.

Fird, they are quite homogenous group in society, reflecting in a large extent idedidic
aspirations of societies. Students  attitudes are not yet so much diversfied by their persond
experience, which dso inevitably diversfies their coherence dready in a couple of years after
leaving universties.

Second, the students is a socid group, which has not much been in focus of European

dudies in Egonia and Poland. Although the author together with his research team andysed
Egonian students EU-attitudes with the method of focus group interviews in 1997 and the results
were published in the monograph "Estonia on the Threshold of European Union". Mentioned study
of 1997 reveded exising socid non-adjusment of students to the speed of EU enlargement and
their difficulties in absorbing the information about European Union (Kirch, Tohv, Vaarja, 1998).
In 2000 politicd science undergraduate students of Warsaw Universty (n=66) were chosen in
Poland. In Edonia there were three groups invedigaied. From Talinn Pedagogicd Universty -
undergraduate and postgraduate students of sociology (n=25), from Estonian Business School -
dudents of public adminigration (n=35) and from Narva Russanspesking students from 2 private
univerdities (n=31) were questioned. Investigated student contingents had a dight variation in age.
Y ear 1980 dominated as a birth year for the Estonian and Polish students.

Results obtained: the study on individual psychological level

Wha is important for the formation of EU consciousness by students in Estonia and Poland? To
find the answers to questions. which groups represent an ided in different sudent groups and who
do Egtonians, Russians and Polish students contra-identify themsdves with?

a) To find the postive reference groups among the students, we used the index
"idealigtic identification" with a parameter range of 0 to 1 (see Table 2). The highest ided rating
as expected for al students groups was that indicated by the Estonians, Russians and Polish for the
"Person whom | honour and admire”. In absolute terms the second highest score by Estonian and
Polish gstudents was postion "Me when representing the state a EU negotiations in Brussds' (by
Peter Weinreich as current sdf 2 pogtion), but by Russan students from Narva this postion was
only on 4 in score.



If we compare these two entities - "admired person” and "current sdf 2' - to the attitude
with the rest of dgnificant others, this kind of "persond orientation” tendency is evident. For
Egtonian students these postions, which are oriented to new reforms within the EU, and to the
positive aspects related to the expanson to the East are the highest ided for labour and career and
life expectations (may be to short future) after university.

This clear career orientation represents Polish students group too, difference between Poles
and Estonians aswe see on Table 2 isnearly 0,1.

Table 2. Idealistic | dentification and Ego-l nvolvement among Estonian, Russian and Polish
students and by groups of attitudes"yes", "no" and " not yet decided" in the EU accession

Entity Estonian (Talinn) Russian (Narva) | Polish (Warsaw) students
Students Students
Idealistic - Idealistic Ego- Idedlistic Ego-
identifi- Involvement | identifi- Involve | identifi- Involveme
cation cation ment cation nt
admired person 0,71 344 0,71 357 0,72 330
yes EU integr. 0,69 340 0,71 3,73 0,72 333
not decided 0,74 340 0,75 337 0,68 2,84
against EU 0,70 355 0,65 345 064 412
Euro-optimists 0,63 4,29 0,60 448 0,64 459
yes EU integr. 0,66 438 0,66 4,36 0,66 4,62
not decided 0,69 433 053 443 0,60 480
against EU 051 411 0,56 4,80 049 351
Et./Pol.Government | 0,68 342 054 3,76 0,63 3,60
yes EU integr. 0,73 3,36 0,62 3,86 0,63 359
not decided 0,69 3,52 055 412 0,66 3,62
against EU 0,60 340 0,38 315 0,56 3,68
Me when represen | 0,71 348 0,59 319 0,70 348
state at negot in Bru
yes EU integr. 0,72 342 0,65 351 0,69 355
not decided 0,76 3,36 0,59 2,85 0,73 298
against EU 0,65 3,70 046 2,88 0,69 354
Estonian (Polish) 0,63 343 054 314 0,66 291
cultura dite
yes EU integr. 0,61 3,35 0,55 344 0,68 2,96
not decided 0,65 341 0,60 313 0,52 2,35
against EU 0,64 359 0,44 252 0,64 319
Estonian (Polish) 0,68 341 0,60 354 0,60 317
Business circles
yes EU integr. 0,69 342 0,65 374 0,62 329
not decided 0,67 341 058 3,62 044 252
againgt EU 0,68 340 054 3,02 0,67 2,84

May be this is one of most Polish stereotypes - that Poles are good workes, and students will good
bureaucrats in Brussd? As Zofia Sokolewicz (Sokolewicz, 1999:98) mentioned, "to the typicd
European, however, Poles dtribute an individudist orientation, claming that European direct ther
own development with care, reaching for success and sdf-redlization. A European is hardworking,
respects his work, is economica and honest. He is d<so, to a greater extent than a Poles, educated,
well mannered, wdl-wishing, and mogt of dl, sure of himsdf. Pole lack this sdlf-confidence”.



Egtonians and Poles both have rather high index vaues (0.60-0.68) to the Government,
culturd eite and busness circles. The Esonian Russans atitude towards Estonian Government
and culturd dite (but not business circles) isabit more hesitant.

To measure the magnitude of ego-involvement with others the "ego-involvement” index
was used with a parameter range of 0 to 5. This index offers the possbility to estimate the reaive
impact of others in the development of ones own identity. It is difficult not to see that in EStonia
and Poland students turn out to be more inclined to Euro-optimism and this result have rddive high
positive impact to attitudes to Government and culturd ditelbusiness circles.

To sum up - the high asolute vaue of Ego-Involvement with Euro-optimists exemplifies
the perception of high standards of politica and culturd environment of European Union. We are
judtified to say that in Estonian and Polish student societies amost amilar podtive attitudes to the
accession to the European Union prevail.

b) who do Estonians, Russians and Polish students contra-identify themselves with (the
negative reference groups among students groups) ? As expected the highest contra-
identification for a respondent should be didiked person, but in redity this did not occur so. If we
look a the contra-identification indexes (Table 3) we can see that most Students are contra-
identifying themsdves with the entity cdled "Euro-sceptics' (Poles 0.56, Estonians 0.49 and
Russans 0.42). "Euro-sceptics' are even stronger contra-identified than a"didiked person’.

Contra-identification among dudents with "euro-optimists’ and ethnic minorities was not
noticeable, but the index here crosses the critica point (0.45) by students subgroup the say "No" to
Estonia/Poland accession to EU.

We can attribute some tendencies, which were found in the study, to the phenomenon of
opening up the Polish and Egtonian societies. The high negdtive attitude to the Euro-sceptics in
Egtonia and Poland and moderate negative attitudes by Estonians to Russian and other ethnic
minorities in Eonia in some way reminds the edablished patterns of dissent in these societies in
generd. The edtablishing of camer atitudes in these questions, wider spreading of culturd patterns
of tolerance in these socidties is a question of time. This tendency is possble to detect when
aoplying ISA instrument.

One of the purposes of this study was to draw attention to the differences in European
integration attitudes by students groups. Attitudes "yes', "no" and "not yet decided” in the Estonian
or Poland EU accesson have been used for determining of subgroups for additiond datiticd
elaboration.

My hypothess, that Euro-podtive orientated sudents subgroup (the say "Yes' to
Egtonia/lPoland accesson to EU) have datidicdly higher idedidic identification as other students
subgroups (i.e. "aganst EU accesson” or "not decided") was buttressed by the fact that Estonians
and Polish gudents have very high active postion towards negotiations in Brussels. "Not decided”
subgroup of Estonians and Poles is S0 active as"yes' subgroup.

Table 3. Contra-ldentification and Ego-l nvolvement among Estonian, Russian and Polish
Students and by groups of attitudes"yes', " no" and " not yet decided” in the EU accession

Entity Estonian (Tallinn) Russian (Narva) | Polish (Warsaw) students
Students Students
contra Ego- contra Ego- contra Ego-
identifi- Involvement | identifi- Involve | identifi- Involvement
cation cation ment cation
Didiked person 0,40 3,07 0,35 241 0,38 330
yes EU integr. 0,34 2,68 0,38 2,36 0,37 352
not decided 0,37 3,36 0,35 244 0,19 3,07
against EU 0,52 3,30 0,31 2,57 0,38 4,01




Euro-sceptists 049 422 042 328 0,56 4,35
yes EU integr. 0,53 422 043 3,01 0,57 4,35
not decided 054 4,03 0,35 324 0,53 447
against EU 0,37 443 049 3,93 0,44 4,01

Euro-optimists 0,31 4,36 0,32 448 0,29 459
yes EU integr. 0,28 438 0,25 436 0,28 4,62
not decided 0,25 433 0,35 443 0,33 4,80
against EU 0,45 411 042 4,80 0,46 3,51

Ethnic minorit. | 0,34 3,27 0,30 2,97 0,23 2,32

yes EU integr. 0,33 344 0,28 338 0,23 2,36
not decided 0,24 318 0,28 250 0,20 1,86
against EU 0,45 3,10 0,38 2,65 0,33 2,76

It is interesting and has to be mentioned, that on an absolute scde among Estonian EU-
postive orientated students ("Yes' subgroup) the most idedidtic attitude towards the Estonian
Government had the public adminigration dudents from Estonian Business School. Students
professona groups idedidic identification once agan confirms the difference between two
Egonian student groups. The index vadue is 0.74 with Government for EBS and sgnificantly less
(0.60) in the case of TPU dudents. As expected, EBS expresses solidarity with the views of
Egtonian business circles (0.72).

One can se the EBS dudents tolerance towards ethnic minorities in Estonia (and

generdly) as 0.62 is the highest index vaue of al groups of idedigtic identification with minorities.
One of the man findings of the survey was that al groups who had negative feding agang
government were a the same time postive towards Euro-sceptics or in opposte postion as whole.
When putting it in short the government is carying dways pro-EU connotation for the respondents
as wdl in Egtonia as in Poland. Also, Estonians and Polish students did show a high level of contra:
identification with euro-sceptics and on the Ego- Involvement index we see thisimpact too.

Discussion: strength of attitude to the Estonia or Poland accession to EU

The largest differences are seen even without gpplying the detidticd apparatus, especidly in the
atitude to the country's (Estonia or Poland) accesson to European Union. Let us look first Estonian
Russans. The support of Estonian Russan made students of to EU accesson was 66% and average
of Russans was 48% (the support of Russan femae students was only one third).

The average support of Estonians to the EU accesson was 42% - dightly beow Russans,
and this tendency is adso confirmed by other studies. The average support of Poles to the EU
accession was 83% and it is clearly higher than dl correspondent Estonian numbers.

The origin of Polish students represents the groups in society, which traditiondly hold
higher opinion in accesson to the European Union. According to Cracow sociologists study
dudents whose support to the European Union is high represent mogly ditig families (Gorniak,
2000). At the same time in Estonia the support has been to a certain degree less than in other CEE
accession countries over severd years.

To take one gep further, it is difficult not to see that in Edtonia and in Poland, younger
people turn to be more idedisic and more inclined to the Eurc-optimism. The exception was
Egtonian Russan femde dudents in city of Nava where one can notice actudly a reverse
correlaion - Russans male students supported more accession of Etoniato the EU.

Using a scale of empathetic identification with a parameter range of 0 to 1 we were able to
edablish levels of sympathy among students groups towards given category of other across two
different points in time (“current sdf 1 - me as | am now" and "past sdf 1 - me in 1997"). As we
see (Table 4) Egtonians and Poles both have high empathy to cultura dite and busness circles.
Estonian Russans dtitude to the culturad €eite is more hestant (difference with Estonians is nearly



0.16). High absolute vaue of this index (0.60-0.75) exemplifies the perception of high standards of
culturd environment, existence dialogue between the old and new generations of dlite.

Table 4. Empathetic | dentification among Estonian, Russian and Polish Students and
by groups of attitudes" yes', " no" and " not yet decided" in the EU accession

Estonian (Tallinn) Russian (Narva) Students Polish (Warsaw) students
Entity Students
Empathetic Empathetic Empathetic Empath Empath Empathetic
identificat-n | identific. identificat-n identific identific. identific.
currentself 1 | past self 1 currentself 1 | past self 1 cur.self 1 | pastselfl
mein 1997 mein 1997
Admired person 0,78 0,69 0,79 0,64 0,76 0,64
yesEU integr. 0,78 0,69 0,84 0,61 0,76 0,66
not decided 0,81 0,75 0,82 0,66 0,79 0,54
against EU 0,73 0,62 0,66 0,68 0,76 0,66
Euro-optimists 0,56 0,63 0,47 0,55 0,60 0,67
yes EU integr. 0,58 0,64 0,54 0,51 0,63 0,70
not decided 0,62 0,64 0,50 0,60 0,52 0,57
against EU 0,46 0,60 0,27 0,54 0,29 0,34
Est.(Pol) Gov 0,60 0,66 0,46 0,56 0,62 0,65
yes EU integr. 0,60 0,66 0,56 0,57 0,63 0,67
not decided 0,65 0,68 0,47 0,59 0,60 0,57
against EU 0,54 0,63 0,21 0,44 0,51 0,47
Me when repres | 0,66 0,65 0,58 0,61 0,72 0,66
at negot in Brus
yes EU integr. 0,62 0,63 0,65 0,65 0,70 0,66
not decided 0,71 0,69 0,56 0,53 0,78 0,70
against EU 0,66 0,61 0,44 0,65 0,76 0,56
Eston(Polish) 0,67 0,64 0,49 0,46 0,66 0,63
cultural dite
yes EU integr. 0,66 0,60 0,55 0,46 0,68 0,66
not decided 0,66 0,69 0,58 0,49 0,54 0,41
againgt EU 0,68 0,64 0,23 0,42 0,71 0,56
Estonian 0,78 0,66 0,61 0,59 0,64 0,64
(Pol.)business
circles yesEU | 0,81 0,63 0,69 0,61 0,67 0,67
integr. 0,76 0,71 0,61 0,59 0,45 0,43
not decided 0,76 0,64 0,42 0,52 0,59 0,50
againgt EU

At the same time the group's empahy of EStonians and Poles with culturd dites has
increased during the same period (1997-2000) when comparing past sef and current slf from 0.64
to 0.67 (by Estonians students) and from 0,63 to 0,66 (by Poles). This is showing a clear tendency
that these three groups have increased positive attitudes towards their elites.

Egtonians group sympathy with economic circdles of EStonia has raised dgnificantly, but
Polish and Russan student indicators didn't not change. Attitudes of Narva Russan students are
more scepticd. Reason for this scepticism could base on the fact that sc liberd mode of economic
development (declared by severd EStonias governments man economic drategy) is obvioudy less
gopreciated by Russan young people. As Marje Pavelson (Pavelson, 2002) argues, the socio-
economic datus of Russians and other non-Egtonians in Estonia is largely characterised by ther
socidig-era employment structure and conscious promotion of the segregation process through the
decades-long migration in Narva and other EStonian cities.

Empeathetic identification of Russan femde gudents with imagined Estonian Government's
opinion has dropped from 0.53 (based on past sdif) to 0.41 (based on current sdf). This shows that
during last 3 three years (1997-2000) these students empathy with government viewpoints has
decreased from moderate level to low levd.
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At the same time the group's empathy with Euro-sceptics has grown dgnificantly during the
same period when comparing past sdf and current sdf from 0.32 to 0.55. This is showing a clear
tendency tha this group has become disgppointed in the Government policies, especidly
concerning the EU issues.

It should be mentioned tha the index is showing reflection of ther own (young women of
Narva) gdtuation (not over al Estonid). This group does not see any new opportunities to open up
for themsdves despite country's efforts and success in accesson process towards the EU. The
reason for drengthening sceptical views can be a lagt patly understood as a form of protest by
high unemployment of this group in the area or another type of identity, based on 50 years of top-
down influence of hegemonic ideology is somewhat putting bresks to a norma bottom-up
democratic collective identity dynamics common in Europe.

The diminishing empathy of EStonian mde respondents with the government can be seen
aso when comparing past and present the same way from 0.69 to 0.65 (rather high vaue of the
index), but this change is not dgnificant. Edonian mades were the most empathetic group with
government when comparing al gender groups of the three ethnic groups represented in the survey.
But students in generd, and Edonias Russan dudents especidly, have rather critical attitude to
their governments.

Conclusion

Compared to the dtates with stable economic and politica datus, the profile of nationd idertity in
accesson countries is often very sendtive in regard to dl kind of integration into the European
Union. In this respect, study of the dudents is important because of their crucid influence in the
accession process (for example in forming of pogtive public opinion). This aspect is very important
in find Enlargement preparations. What are the problems that will hinder or become problematic
for European identity as"umbrdla’?

Firsg. Compared to the sates with stable economic and politicad datus, the profile of
nationa identity in accesson countries is often very sendtive with regard to al kind of integration
into the European Union. As a new feature in our study we can notice a feding of anxiety of
Egtonians derived from being a smdl nation in the European Union. This factor is obvioudy less
sgnificant for Poland as larger date of Eastern Europe. Decison to join with EU contains dso
some unpredictability on date levd and unforseen circumstances on persord level. These two
aspects are more important for Estonians. The origin of Polish students represents the groups in
society, which traditiondly hold higher opinion in accesson to the European Union. According to
Cracow sociologists study students whose support to the European Union is high represent mostly
ditig families (Gorniak, 2000). At the same time in Egtonia the support has been to a cetain
degree less than in other CEE accession countries over severa years.

Second. One of the most important factors in the success of the accession countries is the
attitude of the young to the European integration, ther potentid engagement in the transforming of
the society and their atitude to the European vaues, legd tradition and co-operation practices. To
take one sep further, it is difficult not to see that in Etonia and in Poland, younger people turn to
be more idedigic and more inclined to the Euro-optimian. Badcdly in EStonian and Polish
students societies there are spread amost smilar attitudes to the accesson to the European Union.
The only exception was Estonian Russan femde students in city of Narva, where one can notice
actualy areverse correation.

One of the main findings of the survey was that dl groups who had negative feding aganst
government were a the same time positive towards Euro-sceptics or in opposite position as whole.
When putting it in short the government is carying dways pro-EU connotation for the respondents
as wdl in Egtonia as in Poland. Also, Etonian and Polish students did show a high leved of contra:
identification with euro-sceptics.
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But we can dso highlight other generd tendencies. In European integration we are more
and more following the formation of a common identity. It can be argued generdly tat the pace of
forming a common identity by young generation is faster in regions that have a smilar culturd
environment. Although, young generdtion is less scepticd towards the integration with EU as they
are better informed and more optimidtic in their atitudes in generd.

We need more comparative dudies of identity change for better undersanding of integration
process in different accession countries.
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