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ACTA BALTICA HISTORIAE ET PHILOSOPHIAE SCIENTIARUM
Style guide

When submitting an article to Acta Baltica Historiae et Philosophiae Scientiarum, 
please ensure that all articles are formatted to conform to the guidelines below. 
Please do not hesitate to contact the Editorial Office if you are unsure of any style 
points or if you have any queries.

I	 Statement policy

Acta Baltica Historiae et Philosophiae Scientiarum is a peer-reviewed open-access 
journal, specializing in the history and philosophy of science and scholarship in 
the Baltic area. Preference is given to original contributions that are of general 
scholarly interest.

II	 Ethics statement

Conflicts of interest

Privileged information or ideas obtained through peer review must be kept 
confidential and not used for personal advantage. Reviewers should not consider 
evaluating manuscripts in which they have conflicts of interest resulting from 
competitive, collaborative or other relationships or connections with any of the 
authors, companies or institutions connected to the submission.

All authors should disclose in their manuscript any financial or other substantive 
conflict of interest that might be construed to influence the results or their 
interpretation in the manuscript. All sources of financial support for the project 
should be disclosed.

Plagiarism

The authors should ensure that they have written entirely original works and 
if the authors have used the work and/or words of others that this has been 
appropriately cited or quoted.

Correction

When an author discovers a significant error or inaccuracy in his/her own 
published work, it is the author’s obligation to promptly notify the journal editor 
or publisher and cooperate with them to either retract the paper or publish an 
appropriate erratum.	
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Retraction

The editors will consider retraction of the publication when they have clear 
evidence that the findings are unreliable, either as a result of major error (e.g., 
miscalculation or experimental error) or as a result of fabrication (e.g., of data) 
or falsification (e.g., image manipulation); it constitutes plagiarism; the findings 
have previously been published elsewhere without proper attribution to previous 
sources or disclosure to the editor, permission to republish, or justification (i.e., 
cases of redundant publication); it contains material or data without authorization 
for use; copyright has been infringed or there is some other serious legal issue 
(e.g., libel, privacy); it reports unethical research; it has been published solely on 
the basis of a compromised or manipulated peer-review process; the author(s) 
failed to disclose a major conflict of interest that, in the view of the editor, would 
have unduly affected interpretations of the work or recommendations by editors 
and peer reviewers.

Authorship

Authorship should be limited to those who have made a significant contribution 
to the conception, design, execution or interpretation of the reported study. All 
those who have made significant contributions should be listed as co-authors. 
Where there are others who have participated in certain substantive aspects of 
the research project, they should be named in an Acknowledgement section. The 
corresponding author should ensure that all appropriate co-authors (according 
to the above definition) and no inappropriate co-authors are included in the 
author list of the manuscript, and that all co-authors have seen and approved 
the final version of the paper and have agreed to its submission for publication.

Peer-review policies

All research articles undergo the double-blind peer-review procedure.

Peer review assists the editor in making editorial decisions and, through the 
editorial communication with the author, may also assist the author in improving 
the manuscript. 

Any invited referee who feels unqualified to review the research reported in a 
manuscript or knows that its timely review will be impossible should immediately 
notify the editor so that alternative reviewers can be contacted. 

Any manuscripts received for review must be treated as confidential documents. 
They must not be shown to or discussed with others except if authorized by the 
editor. 
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Reviews should be conducted objectively. Personal criticism of the author(s) 
is inappropriate. Referees should express their views clearly with appropriate 
supporting arguments. 

Reviewers should identify relevant published work that has not been cited by the 
authors. Any statement that an observation, derivation, or argument had been 
previously reported should be accompanied by the relevant citation. A reviewer 
should also call to the editor’s attention any substantial similarity or overlap 
between the manuscript under consideration and any other published data of 
which they have personal knowledge. 

III	 Submission and preparation of manuscript 

•	 No submission fees are charged. Authors are not entitled to royalties for 
publication.

•	 Articles should be submitted in Times New Roman 12 points, and all text 
should be 1.5-spaced. All manuscripts must be written in English. 

•	 Submitted articles should not exceed 60,000 characters with spaces and 
footnotes (30 double-spaced pages). Exception is granted only to papers 
commissioned by the Editorial Office. As a general rule, contributions to 
Reviews section should not exceed 18,000 characters (7 pages). 

•	 All documents reproduced should be given in the language of the original 
with translation provided, if necessary. 

•	 Both US and UK spellings are allowed but consistency throughout the paper 
is strongly encouraged.

•	 Manuscripts should be submitted in electronic form. All photos and figures 
should be submitted as separate image files.

•	 Each manuscript should be submitted with the authors’ names, institutions 
of origin, addresses, and email addresses. Authors should also provide a short 
biographical note of approximately 50 words.

•	 All contributions are reviewed. Authors are notified about the acceptance or 
rejection of their papers within three months since the day their paper has 
been received by the Editorial Office. The authors can familiarize themselves 
with the content of reviews; however, the Editorial Office does not comment 
on or discuss its decisions. 
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IV	 General specifications

Parts of paper

Title 

In the paper title, capitalize the first letter of the first and last word and all the 
nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs and subordinating conjunctions. 
Suggesting a short title for inclusion on running heads by the author is desirable.

All financial support for the work in the paper is listed in the Acknowledgments 
section.

Abstract 

Please include a brief abstract of no more than 300 words. The abstract should be 
one paragraph in length and should not be divided into sections, nor should it 
contain abbreviations or footnotes. Abstracts are not required for texts submitted 
to the Reviews or Documents sections.

Keywords 

Please include up to eight keywords in alphabetical order, separated by commas, 
no capitalization of keywords, except for proper nouns or conventionally 
capitalized terms.

Figures and tables

Tables and figures should be numbered consecutively (in Arabic numerals) and 
uploaded as a separate file. The approximate position of tables and figures should 
be indicated in the manuscript. 

All tables must have explanatory legends. Please include original source of table/
figure if not your own. All citations of figures and tables in text must be in 
numerical order. Citations to figures in parentheses or in footnotes are indicated 
by “Figure” followed by the figure number. 

Quotations 

All quotations from other sources should be given in double quotation marks 
with an appropriate reference. A reference to a published source should include 
the page where the cited text first appears; a reference to an archival manuscript 
should contain all relevant information (the archive’s name, collection, inventory, 
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file and the sheet number on which the original text appears). Lengthy quotes 
(four lines or more) should be displayed and indented, with a line space above 
and below. In quotations, all omissions should be marked with points of ellipsis; 
all comments and explications should be given in square brackets.

Footnotes 

Footnotes should be numbered in consecutive order throughout the text. The 
footnote number, in superscript, should be placed at the end of the sentence or 
quotation after the punctuation. Footnotes should be placed at the bottom of 
the page on which they are cited.

Acronyms, use of italics 

All non-English words should be in italic script, and along with all non-English 
names, they should be spelled with accents and diacritical marks included. 
Anglicized words (ad hoc, per cent, a priori, coup d’etat, per capita, etc.) should 
be Roman with no accents. Define acronyms the first time they appear in the 
Abstract as well as the first time they appear in the body of the paper, written out 
as part of the sentence, followed by the acronym in parentheses.

Transliteration of Cyrillic

The journal uses the Library of Congress transliteration method, without 
diacritics. Exceptions may be made for names of well-known people where a 
different spelling has become conventional, e.g., Yeltsin, Trotsky.

Permissions

The authors are responsible for obtaining permission in writing to quote 
copyrighted material (including figures and tables) and for ensuring that all 
information, quotations, dates and names given in their papers are correct. All 
figures (illustrations) should be supplemented with references to their provenance 
and copyright holder.

V	 References

Full details of references should be provided in a section under the heading 
References at the end of the manuscript. References to the literature must meet 
the criteria of the Harvard system of citation (Cite Them Right, 12th edition). 
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VI	 AI content

When using generative AI content in a submitted paper, our journal recommends 
that the author(s) verify the content and existence of the sources and provide 
proper references for those sources. Additionally, it is essential to ensure that 
the translations generated and terminology used are accurate and correct in 
content. When referencing AI-generated text in the Harvard system of citation, 
the author(s) should credit the creator of the AI tool as the author using both an 
in-text citation and a reference list entry. If a shareable URL is available, please 
include it in the reference list entry. In the absence of a shareable URL, include 
the chat session with the AI tool as an appendix and refer readers to this appendix 
when citing the AI-generated text (see the examples below).

Applications based on AI that do not create new content but only process existing 
text (such as translation programs, text correctors and reference management 
tools) can be used as supportive tools, and there is no need to cite them.

If acknowledging the use of the tool generally in creation of your work: 

In-text example:

See the photo of what a humanoid white tiger would look like (Shutterstock 
AI, 2023). 

Reference list example: 

Shutterstock AI (2023) Photo portrait of humanoid white tiger hybrid 
[Digital art]. Available at: https://www.shutterstock.com/image-generated/
photo-portrait-humanoid-white-tiger-hybrid2278820629 (Accessed: 28 
June 2023). 

If directly quoting/citing a response from generative AI: 

In-text example: 

When asked to explain why groups of children are incapable of forming a 
circle, ChatGPT 3 (OpenAI Chat GPT, 2023) response included ....as seen 
in Appendix 1. 

Reference list example: 

OpenAI ChatGPT (2023) ChatGPT response to Lorna Smith, 3 April. See 
Appendix 1 for the prompt used and text generated.


