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Foreword

Baltic Journal of European Studies (BJES), the first issue of which you are holding right
now, is the direct successor of the peer-reviewed journal Proceedings of the Institute for
European Studies, the Journal of Tallinn University of Technology (IES Proceedings)
published by the Department of International Relations of the Tallinn University
of Technology until the 2010. One can say that this is, in fact, the same journal on a
conceptually higher level. Moreover, BJES tries to cherish and continue the traditions
created by /ES Proceedings. There were several reasons why the editors of the journal,
upon consulting with the editorial board, decided to change its name. First and foremost,
the Tallinn University of Technology underwent some structural changes in 2010 which
made the use of the previous name virtually obsolete, but there were also other, weightier
reasons for adopting a new name.

Considering the above reasoning and after some discussions with the editorial board,
we decided to call the publication Baltic Journal of European Studies, emphasizing our
determination to represent a larger region. In this connection we are happy to welcome
Tove Malloy (European Centre for Minority Issues, Flensburg, Germany), Géran Hoppe
(Uppsala University, Sweden), Tatyana Muravska (Latvian University), Vladas Gaidys
(Lithuanian Social Research Centre) and Victor Shadurski (Belarusian State University)
as our new editorial board members. At the same time we wish to express our special
gratitude to these outstanding academics who have agreed to join the editorial board
earlier for their assistance and direct help in finding competent reviewers and advice on
other issues related to the development of /ES Proceedings / Baltic Journal of European
Studies. The change of name does not actually represent a change of the course or profile
of the journal, but rather the journal’s willingness to further evolvement, promotion and
deepen scientific cooperation in the Baltic Rim as well as in the Nordic countries and the
Central and Eastern Europe. European studies in the broad sense of the term will remain
the main focus of the journal.

The publication called Proceedings of the Institute for European Studies has quite a
long and remarkable history. The first issue under that name appeared already in 2002.
It took several years for the management of the Audentes University (since 2006, the
International University Audentes, IUA) and its then Institute for European Studies to
come out with an idea to turn this irregularly issued publication into an annual peer-
reviewed scientific periodical (a yearbook) of international scope. In 2007, the third issue
of the /ES Proceedings was published following the 5% Audentes Spring Conference. In
July 2008, the merger of IUA (together with its Institute for European Studies) with the
Tallinn University of Technology took place. In 2009, the Department of International
Relations of the Tallinn University of Technology within the Tallinn School of Economics
and Business Administration (TSEBA) was established on the basis of the former School
of International Relations of IUA. The merger gave fresh impetus to the journal and since
then /ES Proceedings has successfully met the needs of the department and TSEBA.

Since the beginning of 2009, the Proceedings of the Institute for European Studies has
been issued twice a year. Since 2010, the journal has enjoyed significant financial support
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from the Dean’s Office of the Tallinn School of Economics and Business Administration,
which has helped us to raise the level of technical quality and implement the plans for
development.

At the beginning of 2009 when the 5" issue of IES Proceedings appeared, the publication
became a semiannual peer-reviewed journal corresponding to the category of 1.2 as
specified by the Estonian Research Information System (ETIS). We have managed to put
together an international editorial office in addition to the extensive international editorial
board with many distinguished scholars from a large array of countries, and implemented
a comprehensive international peer-review system. For two years (2009-2010) the journal
appeared under its traditional name, expanding the geographical range of scientific
cooperation and gradually gaining popularity among the scholars of other countries.

This is not the first time in the history of /ES Proceedings / BJES for the new issue to come
out as a collection of conference proceedings. /ES Proceedings No. 1, published in 2002,
was also dedicated to the conference organized by the Institute for European Studies as
the fourth meeting within the framework ‘Monitoring Preparations of Transition Countries
for EU Accession’, Parnu, 4-6 October, 2002. [ES Proceedings No. 3 appeared in 2007
as a collection of selected papers delivered at the 5" Audentes Spring Conference 2006,
Tallinn, 28 April 2006, but also included other papers submitted in response to our first
international call for papers. In this context there is nothing extraordinary in the current
issue. /ES Proceedings No. 9 / BJES No. 1, the first issue under the new name, is again a
peer-reviewed collection of selected conference papers.

On 8-9 October, 2010, the Tallinn University of Technology hosted the XXIV Inter-
national Baltic Conference on the History of Science and on 17 December 2010
the follow-up seminar of the conference was held (see Mait Talts’ paper in the current
issue). The Baltic conferences on the history of science have a long history, over half a
century, and for the last two decades they have been organized by the Baltic Association
of the History and Philosophy of Science (BAHPS) (see Janis Stradins’s article in
the current issue). Peeter Miiiirsepp, one of the Editors-in-chief of BJES, served as
Chair of the Conference Organizing Committee. Most of the papers presented at the
conference addressed the history of different branches of science and research from the
Baltic perspective. In addition, there was a special section dedicated to the problems of
philosophy and methodology of science. The organization behind the Baltic conferences
is BAHPS with its Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian Divisions. Therefore, Philosophy
of Science is part and parcel of the event.

The general success of the XXIV Baltic Conference in terms of the academic standard of
the papers presented and the geographical diversity of participants gave good reasons to
arrange publishing a selection of conference papers in our journal. This move was found
to be acceptable by the editorial board as almost all the papers in the current issue fit into
European Studies in the broad sense of the term.

The issue consists of the following main chapters: ‘Philosophy of Science’, ‘History of
Sciences, Medicine and Technology’, and ‘History of the Humanities and Education’,
for example, the history of lexicography of the three Baltic States or the general cultural
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context of re-establishing the University of Dorpat (Tartu) in the early 19" century. The
editors have decided to include all the texts of the plenary talks given by the most prominent
speakers, leaders of different international organizations in the History of Science, into a
separate subdivision entitled ‘General Issues’, even though some could have well fitted
under some other chapter.

In some cases the process of peer-reviewing was rather painful but that is the only way to
ensure academic quality. However, the vast majority, about three quarters of the papers
submitted for the current issue successfully passed the extremely rigorous reviewing
process. Both the scope and the volume of the current issue are larger than those of our
regular journal issues. It has been expanded with the inclusion of pictures to illustrate some
papers on the history of science. The selection of illustrative material was left entirely to
the choice of authors and was restricted only by technical factors.

The philosophers of science focused mostly on the problems of practical realism. It is
interesting to note that the British philosopher Nicholas Maxwell, whose works have not
attracted much attention in the Anglophone world, has become one of the most deeply
studied authors among his Estonian colleagues. It is important to keep the discussion
going between the philosophers of science, who are traditionally critical towards the
shortcomings of the scientific method and the historians of science, who normally do not
question the validity of the method but just follow the course of its application in different
branches of science.

There are some papers, for example, these by Laima Petrauskiené and Jadvyga
Olechnoviciené, the content of which is intentionally presented as polemical, in order to
promote discussion in some particular field of human activity. Some of the articles (e.g.,
those by Mikko Kyllidinen, Raivo Kalle and Renata Sdukand, and others) demonstrate
true interdisciplinary approach to the problems under investigation. The paper by Epi
Tohvri is not a typical research paper but assumes great importance in the Baltic region,
especially Estonia and Latvia, in communicating new interpretations of cultural history
and the history of ideas. Some other conference presentations did not match the criteria
to become full-fledged original articles, but they are informative by all means. These
have been included in the subdivision of ‘Short Communications’. Since the current
issue includes some papers presented at the follow-up seminar of the 24" International
Conference on the History and Philosophy of Science, it became necessary to acquaint
reader with this event as well.

We sincerely hope that you will find the current issue a fascinating read and approve of
its broadened focus. It is important to note that by including ‘Baltic’ into the title of the
journal, we do not intend to limit the range of prospective authors to the citizens of these
three countries. By Baltic we definitely mean the wider region of the Baltic Sea countries
and even beyond. We are determined to endorse as wide perspective as possible on the
European studies, including the humanities aspect of the European studies.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude to Kait Tamm, Piret Frey and Vlad
Vernygora for their personal efforts in editing the current issue!

Peeter Miiiirsepp and Mait Talts (Editors)
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Notes on Contributors

Claude Debru obtained his Ph.D. in Philosophy from the University of Lyon (France) in
1982. He is professor of philosophy of science and head of the Philosophy Department of
the Ecole Normale Supérieure Paris, where he teaches philosophy and epistemology to
students in science as well as in the humanities. He is presently interested in the (scientific
and philosophical) problem of the sources of human normativity.

Anita Draveniece holds a Ph.D. in Geography from the University of Latvia (2006). She
is working for the international research collaboration at the Latvian Academy of Sciences,
and since 2005 she was adviser to the Academy president and head of the international
relations group. Over the past six years she has been involved in analysis and reporting on
issues dealing with R&D system and policy in Latvia.

Anastasia A. Fedotova is researcher at the St Petersburg Branch of Institute for the
History of Science and Technology, RAS. Her research interests are the history of botany,
environmental history and the role of scientific knowledge in the rationalization of
agriculture and forestry in Russia (19" to early 20th cc). She is a member of editorial
office of the journal Studies in the History of Biology.

Kateryna N. Gamaliya obtained her Candidate’s degree in History, specializing in the
History of Science and Technology, in 2007 from the Dobrov Centre for Scientific and
Technological Potential and Science History Studies of the National Academy of Sciences
of Ukraine. She is head of the Department of the History of Art and Ethnic Culture of the
Salvador Dali Art Institution of Art Modelling and Design. Kateryna N. Gamaliya teaches
courses in History of Fine Arts and History of Park’s Building. Her current research
interest lies in broadening the conception of interactions between scientific progress and
development of civilization.

Leonora Zivilé Gelumbauskaité, Dr. Sci., is senior researcher and head of Marine
Geology and Geodynamics at Nature Research Centre of the Institute of Geology and
Geography. Her research interests are marine geomorphology, Quaternary geology,
palaeogeography of the Baltic Sea, geodynamic and neotectonic processes of the south-
east Baltic coastal region. She is member of numerous Baltic Sea geological mapping
expeditions, and has participated in international conferences.

Algimantas Grigelis, Dr. Habil., is Member of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences,
professor at Nature Research Centre of the Institute of Geology and Geography. His
scientific interests are focused on the pre-Quaternary geology and palaeontology in the
context of northern Europe, geological structure of the Baltic Sea, history of geological
sciences. He is the author of regional geological maps of the Baltic mainland and the Baltic
Sea and member of international geological congresses.

Vilma Gudiené obtained her Ph.D. in Biomedicine from the Kaunas University of
Medicine in 1997. She is Associate Professor at the Lithuanian University of Health
Sciences and Curator of the Museum of the History of Lithuanian Medicine and Pharmacy.
Vilma Gudien¢ is teaching a course on the History of Pharmacy and Social Pharmacy. She
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is a member of the International Academy of the History of Pharmacy (2009), and her
scientific research focuses on the history of Lithuanian pharmacy.

Raivo Kalle has B.Sc. in Natural Resource and Conservation (2004) and M.Sc. in Botany
and Mycology (2008) from the Estonian University of Life Sciences. He is research
assistant at the Estonian Literary Museum, working on HERBA. His main areas of
competence are Estonian ethnobotany with a strong focus on the use of the alien plants
and wild food plants, and the history of science. He has taught Cultural Heritage and
Introduction to Ethnobotany at the Estonian University of Life Sciences.

Enn Kasak obtained his Ph.D. in Astrophysics from the Tartu Observatory in 1990. He
is associated professor of Methodology of Science at the University of Tartu. Enn Kasak
is teaching courses in Philosophy, Logic, Religious Aspects of History of Science and
History of Worldview. His current research interest is the unscientific aspects of science,
especially the problem of hidden religiosity in science.

Iveta Kestere is Doctor of Pedagogical Sciences, chief researcher at the Institute of
Pedagogical Sciences of the Faculty of Education and Psychology and Art of the University
of Latvia. Dr. paed. Kestere teaches the course of History of Education. Her current
research interest is the development of pedagogy as a science, research methodology of
the history of education, education in Latvia under the Soviet occupation.

Juozas Algimantas KrikStopaitis obtained his Ph.D. from the Moscow University in
1989 (Dr. Habil. in History and Philosophy of Science after nostrification of his degree at
the Science Council of Lithuania in 1991). He is leading researcher in history of science at
the Lithuanian Research Institute of Culture, and professor emeritus of Vytautas Magnus
University and Vilnius Pedagogical University; President of the Lithuanian Association
of the History and Philosophy of Science. His current research interest is the application
of aspects of cultural anthropology to scientific knowledge.

Vladimirs Kuznecovs obtained his Cand.Sc. in Medicine from the Moscow Psychiatric
Research Institute in 1988; was granted the Dr.Med. degree by the Board of Latvian
Medical Academy in 1993. From 2010, he is associated professor of the University of
Latvia. His scientific interests are the history of psychiatry, suicidology, psychogeriatrics,
and artistry of the mentally ill. He works as psychiatrist at the Riga Centre of Psychiatry
and Addiction Disorders.

Mikko Kyllidiinen is vice president of The Finnish Society for the History of Technology.
He is Licentiate of Technology at the Tampere University of Technology (2003). In the
field of the history of technology, he has published articles dealing with traffic history,
especially bicycles and their diffusion, and the history of acoustical engineering.

Ieva Libiete obtained the Dr.Med. degree at the Riga Stradin$ University in 2007 and
currently continues her doctoral studies, investigating the history of psychiatry in Latvia.
She is head of the Department of Study of the History of Medicine and Exhibition Work
in the Pauls Stradin$ Museum for the History of Medicine in Riga, Latvia.

Endla Lahkivi obtained her Ph.D. from the University of Tartu in 2002. She is associate
professor in the Philosophy of Science and holder of the Chair of Philosophy of Science
at the University of Tartu. Endla LShkivi teaches courses in Epistemology and Philosophy
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of Science. Her research interests range from general philosophy of science to the cultural
studies of science as workplace culture.

Marina Loskutova got her Ph.D. in history from the Central European University at
Budapest in 2000. She is senior researcher at the St Petersburg branch of the Institute for
the History of Science an Technology, the Russian Academy of Sciences. Her research
interests include social history of science and education in the 19%to early 20" centuries, the
history of learned societies, the history of geographical education in the Russian Empire.

Rein Migi obtained his Ph.D. in Technology from the Kalinin Polytechnical Institute
in 1984. He is associate professor at the Centre of Engineering Graphics of the Tallinn
University of Technology. Mégi teaches courses in Descriptive Geometry, Technical
Drawing and Computer Graphics. His current research interest is the problems and
solutions related to engineering graphics. He received the title International Engineering
Educator ING-PAED IGIP in 2004.

Vahur Migi obtained his Ph.D. in the History of Culture from the University of Tallinn
in 2004. He is senior researcher at the Library of Tallinn University of Technology. His
current research interests are the history of technology and technical education in Estonia
and engineering culture in Estonia.

Toive Meikar obtained his Ph.D. in history at the Institute of History (Tallinn), Estonian
Academy of Sciences, in 1981. He is senior researcher at the Institute of Forestry and Rural
Engineering, Estonian University of Life Sciences. His current research interest is the
history of forestry and science. He has compiled forestry bibliographies and proceedings
of the Estonian Academic Forestry Society.

Peeter Miiiirsepp obtained his Ph.D. in Philosophy from the Vilnius University in 2002.
He is professor of Philosophy and Methodology of Science and Head of Department at
the Tallinn University of Technology. Professor Miiiirsepp teaches courses in Philosophy,
Scientific Method and Logic. His current research interest lies in the essence of scientific
knowledge from the practical realist point of view.

Leo Népinen graduated from the University of Tartu in Chemistry in 1975 and obtained
his Ph.D. in Philosophy from the Institute of Philosophy and Law at the Latvian Academy
of Sciences in 1984. He is associate professor of the Chair of Philosophy at the Department
of Public Administration of the Tallinn University of Technology. Leo Népinen is teaching
courses in Philosophy and the doctoral course The Paradigm of Self-Organization in
Modern Sciences. Currently he is researching the theme of the limits of (exact) science in
the context of understanding of nature.

Jadvyga Olechnoviciené obtained her Ph.D. in Biomedical Sciences from the Vilnius
University in 2007. She is researcher at the Laboratory of Ecology and Physiology of
Hydrobionts in the Institute of Ecology of Nature Research Centre in Vilnius, Lithuania.
Besides, she is working as the scientific secretary in the Division of Biological, Medical
and Geosciences of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences. Her research interest is the
history of ichthyology in Lithuania.

Iveta Ozola is M. A. in Philology and doctoral student at the Department of Pedagogy of
the Faculty of Education, Psychology and Art at the University of Latvia specializing in
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the history of pedagogy. Her current research interest lies in the development of pedagogy
as a scientific discipline.

Laima Petrauskiené obtained Ph.D. in Biology from the Lomonosov Moscow State
University in 1977. Her scientific research has touched upon many aspects of behaviour
and physiology of hydrobionts: neuronal mechanism of electrotaxis; aggressive behaviour
of fish; effects of toxicants on leech and leech taxonomy. She was involved in many
international scientific projects. She worked as senior researcher at the Institute of Ecology
for many years. Recently she is a freelance scientific researcher and her current research
interest is the history of biology.

Jan Radler, Ph.D., works at the Europa-Universtdt Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder) in Germany.
His main research interests are the history of Logical Empiricism and environmental
philosophy, Austrian philosophy and problems of epistemology.

Karin Reich obtained her Ph.D. in the History of Science from the University of Munich.
From 1995 to 2007 she was professor of the History of Science at the University of
Hamburg. Karin Reich’s main interests are Carl Friedrich Gauss and Russian-German
scientific relations as well as the history of mathematics.

Elena Roussanova graduated in Science as well as in the History of Science. For several
terms she was guest lecturer at the University of Hamburg; since 2008 she is collaborator
on the project ‘Gauss and Russia. Gauss’ correspondence with scientists working in
Russia’. Elena Roussanova’s main scientific interests are the history of chemistry and
scientific correspondences.

Angelé Rudzianskaité is member of the European Association of Museums of the History
of Medical Sciences. Her current research interests are management of the anatomy and
medical history museums. She is consultant of the Museum of the History of Lithuania
Medicine and Pharmacy.

Juris Salaks obtained his Dr.Med. degree in the History of Medicine from Free University
of Berlin in 1991. He is professor of the History of Medicine and head of the Institute
of the History of Medicine in Riga Stradin$ University. Professor Salaks teaches the
courses of the History of Medicine and Medical Ethics. His current research interest lies
in the history of Baltic-German medical relations, medical museology and the history of
pharmaceutical industry in Latvia.

Heldur Sander obtained his M.Sc. in Geoecology from the Tallinn University in 1998.
He is scientific researcher at the Institute of Forestry and Rural Engineering, Estonian
University of Life Sciences. His current research interests lie in dendrology, urban forestry
and the history of science. He has studied urban and rural parks and botanical gardens,
interlinking the above fields of research.

Renata Séukand, B.Sc. in Pharmacy (1999), M.Sc. in Environmental Technology (2003),
Ph.D. in Semiotics and Cultural Theory (2010) from the University of Tartu. Her main areas
of competence are Estonian herbal folk medicine, environmental history and ecosemiotics.
She is researcher at the Estonian Literary Museum, leading the digitizing of Estonian folk
herbal heritage (HERBA). Has taught Medicine as Culture (University of Tartu), Cultural
Heritage and Introduction to Ethnobotany (Estonian University of Life Sciences).
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Janis Stradins, Dr.Habil. in Chemistry (1968), Dr. H.C. in Historical Sciences (1991), full
member of the Latvian Academy of Sciences, the German Academy of Sciences Leopoldina,
the European Academy of Sciences and Arts, etc. He is professor (chief researcher) at the
Institute of Organic Synthesis and Institute of Latvian History, University of Latvia. Main
research interests include the history of universities and research centers in the Baltic
countries, the international role and contacts of Baltic scientists in the 16%-20% centuries.

Mait Talts works currently as a research fellow at the Department of International
Relations at Tallinn University of Technology. He is also a doctoral student at the Tallinn
School of Economics and Business Administration and a lecturer, teaching courses in the
Basics of Research, Estonian and European History. His research interests include the
history of natural sciences.

Epi Tohvri obtained her Ph.D. in Art History from the University of Tartu in 2009. She is
associate professor at the Tartu College of the Tallinn University of Technology. Dr Tohvri
teaches the courses in the History and Theory of Architecture. Her current research interest
is a multi-disciplinary approach for linking the intellectual history, the history of science,
educational philosophy, and architectural history during the Enlightenment Era.

Andrejs Veisbergs obtained his Ph.D. (1986) and Dr. Habil. in Philology (1993) from
the University of Latvia. He is professor of Linguistics and Head of the Department
of Translation and Interpreting at the University of Latvia. His main courses include
English Lexicology, Translation and Interpretation, Terminology Management, Language
Varieties, etc. He has published more than 280 research papers, including monographs and
dictionaries on the topics of lexicography, Language Contacts, Idioms, Translation and
Interpretation. Prof. Veisbergs is also a consultant of Oxford English Dictionaries. He is
the Chairman of the Presidential State Language Commission.

Katrin Velbaum obtained her M.A. in Philosophy from the University of Tartu in 2010.
She works as researcher of the Philosophy of Science at the University of Tartu. Her
research interests are epistemology of science, cultural and social (including gender-
related) influences on forming knowledge and competence.

Rein Vihalemm obtained his Ph.D. in Philosophy from the Institute of Philosophy of
the Academy of Sciences of the former U.S.S.R. (Moscow) in 1969. He is currently
professor emeritus and part-time professor of the Philosophy of Science at the Department
of Philosophy, University of Tartu. His primary research interests are in the field of
philosophy and methodology of science, especially of chemistry and its history, also in
the history of philosophy of science, especially in Estonia; he prefers the historical and
practice-based approach in studying science.

Helgi Vihma obtained her M. A. in linguistics from the Tallinn Pedagogical University (now
University of Tallinn) in 1993. She worked as senior researcher at the Tallinn Pedagogical
University until her retirement in 1998. From 1993 to 1998 she was editor-in-chief of
the journal Acta Universitatis Scientiarum Socialium et Artis Educandi Tallinnensis. Her
research interests are the theoretical issues of dictionary compilation, the compilation of
terminological dictionaries of standard Estonian, book history, Johannes Aavik’s biography
and his work in language innovation. She has been the Chair of Johannes Aavik Society
since its foundation in 1992; currently she is the Honorary Chair of the Society.
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Foundation of the Baltic Association of the History and
Philosophy of Science (BAHPS)

Abstract:

Janis Stradins

Latvian Academy of Sciences
Akademijas laukums 1

Riga LV 1050, Latvia

e-mail: stradins@lza.lv

The first attempt to bring together historians of the natural sciences and
medicine was undertaken as early as in 1958, during the Khrushchev
Thaw. In June 1958, Prof. Pauls Stradins (1896—1958) organized a
joi<nt conference in Riga with participants from Estonia, Lithuania
and Latvia, and guests from Moscow and Leningrad. A program for
collaboration was developed, and the tradition was initiated to hold
Jjoint Baltic conferences on the history of sciences, successively held in
Riga, Vilnius/Kaunas and Tartu/Tallinn. (4s of 2010, there have been
24 conferences.)

During the period of The Singing Revolution, thanks to Estonian

initiative, a joint coordination committee of historians of sciences of
the Baltic republics was founded in February 1988 by a decision of
the Presidium of the Latvian Academy of Sciences, supported by the

Estonian and Lithuanian Academy of Sciences. On October 29, 1990,

the Association of the History and Philosophy of Sciences of the Baltic

States (BAHPS) was founded in Riga, in a session which took place in

the Pauls Stradins Museum of the History of Medicine (attended by 33

historians of science). Karl Siilivask, Juozas Algimantas KrikStopaitis

and Janis Stradins headed the association. Janis Stradins was elected
its first president.

In 1993, at the 19" International congress of History of Sciences
in Saragossa, the BAHPS, a joint organization of three independent
countries, was accepted for membership in the International Union
of the History and Philosophy of Science (IUHPS).

The article is based on personal recollections about the foundation
of the BAHPS and discusses the activities of the association, the
primary mission of which is regular organization of the traditional
Baltic international conferences of the history of sciences (1991,
1993, 1996, 1999, 2001, 2003, 2006, 2008, 2010).
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On 29 October 2010, twenty years had passed from the founding of the Baltic
Association of History and Philosophy of Science and since its beginning it has
been the convener of all the conferences on the history of sciences in the Baltic
countries. Such anniversary should not go unmarked, all the more because it was
part of the process of restoring the independence of the Baltic States.

At the previous conference in Riga, in October 2008, fifty years of the emergence
of the community of the Baltic historians of science was celebrated (Stradins,
2010). The first conference of this kind took place on 6—7 June 1958 in Riga
and it was organized by Professor Pauls Stradins, founder of the Museum of the
History of Medicine. The said conference was the start of a 52-year tradition that
originated in the brief period of the so-called Khrushchev Thaw. It continued
regardless of the unfavorable period for the Baltic States and helped to keep
them together. The course of these conferences has been described in detail
(Vasilev et al., 1986; Stradins, 2010; Viksna, 2010). 1958 saw the establishment
of an unofficial Baltic Coordinating Commission on the History of Science and
Medicine, which functioned until the years 1962—1965. Afterwards, the branch
organizations of the Soviet National Association for the History of Natural
Sciences were established in the three Baltic (at that time Soviet) republics.
All activities were horizontally coordinated (among the three Baltic republics)
and vertically coordinated — with the involvement of the leading Moscow
colleagues. Also, during those years, the Baltic scholars actively participated in
the IUHPS international congresses of the history of science as members of the
Soviet delegations, and in international congresses of the history of medicine
(Warsaw—Krakow 1965, Moscow 1971, Tokyo—Kyoto 1974, Bucharest 1981).

In those years Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian national associations of
historians of science firmly established themselves and improved their
cooperative horizontal relations, strengthening scientific ties among the Baltic
republics. Between 1958 and 1987, the three associations held altogether 15
Baltic Conferences on the History of Science and the conference locations
were rotated among Riga, Tartu or Tallinn, Vilnius and Kaunas (Stradins, 2010;
see Appendix below for the list of conferences). The Baltic scholars jointly
published collections of articles Iz istorii estestvoznaniia i tekhniki Pribaltiki
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Foundation of the Baltic Association of the History
and Philosophy of Science (BAHPS)

(10 volumes, 1968-1992) and Iz istorii meditsiny (19 volumes, 1957-1991,
both in Russian), studied historical evidence of the development of the natural
sciences and technology in the Baltic, and during regular conferences marked
the anniversaries of Vilnius University, University of Tartu (Dorpat), the Riga
Polytechnicum (Technical University) and Academia Petrina in Jelgava (Mitau).
The Baltic conferences were well attended by prominent historians of science
from Moscow and St Petersburg (Leningrad), from the Ukraine, Belarus,
Georgia, etc. and attracted also several colleagues from Poland, the German
Democratic Republic, Finland and Bulgaria.

When Gorbachev’s perestroika started, the Baltic historians of science got an
opportunity to be independent in establishing international contacts. The earliest
initiators of the “liberation” were Estonian colleagues: Professor Karl Siilivask,
Dr. Karl Martinson and Dr. Helle Martinson from Tallinn. At the very beginning
of 1988, an idea was put forward to set up a coordinating committee of the
Baltic historians of science that would be entitled to keep up direct relations
with foreign colleagues and organizations. The suggestion was initially
submitted to the presidiums of the Latvian, Estonian and Lithuanian Academies
of Sciences and to the National Committee for the History and Philosophy of
Science of the USSR. The Latvian Academy of Sciences was the first to accept
the suggestion after a tough debate at the presidium meeting on 11 February
1988. Both documents, the submitted suggestion and the presidium decision,
were quite moderat